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“Houses searched in anti-terror operation”

The Guardian, 14th February 2009

“Lutte contre le terrorisme : l'Afghanistan convié à
la réflexion américaine”

Le Monde, 15 février  2009

“«Basta terrorismo in Sri Lanka» Trecento 
cingalesi in piazza”

Corriere della Sera, 16 febbraio 2009 

1 Headlines from the International Press

“Australian FM urges counterterrorism in Pakistan”

International Herald Tribune, February 15 2009

“Uno de los terroristas de Bombay ayudó y
envió dinero desde Catalunya”

La Vanguadia, 13  febrero 2009

“Fortaleza contra el terrorismo y no
discursos almibarados exigió el

Presidente Uribe”

El Tiempo, 11 febrero 2009 



2 What is terrorism?

•When did it become a key item on the international agenda?

•After 9/11

•There is no internationally agreed legal definition for 

terrorism 

•There is a common strategy

•Who does it affect?

•All sectors of society



3 What is terrorism?

•9/11- the face of terrorism had changed

•Gone beyond the state

•Includes mass murder

•Targeting Civilians 

•Resulting in crimes against humanity



4 What is the UN’s role in fighting terrorism? 

•2005 – Secretary General established the Counter-Terrorism 

Implementation Task Force (CTITF)

•Purpose: To ensure coherent and coordinated efforts across 

the UN system in Counter-terrorism efforts

•Over 20 members of the Task Force

•UNICRI is a member



5 What is the UN’s role in fighting terrorism?



6 What is the UN’s role in fighting terrorism?

5 Ds first outlined by SG Annan in Madrid 2005

•Dissuading people from resorting or supporting terrorist acts; 

•Denying terrorist the means to carry out attacks; 

•Deterring states from supporting terrorism; 

•Developing state capacity to defeat terrorism, and 

•Defending human rights 



7 The UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy

• Unique global instrument intended to enhance 
national, regional and international efforts to counter 
terrorism  

• Adopted by all 192 member states on 8 September 
2006

• First time that all Member States agreed to a 
common strategic approach to fight terrorism 

For more information: www.un.org/terrorism



8 The UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy

Four paths of action:

1. Addressing conditions conducive to terrorism

2. Prevention and combating terrorism

3. Building States’ capacity to counter terrorism

4. Defending human rights in the fight against 
terrorism



9 What is UNICRI? 

•Established in 1968

•Purpose: to assist intergovernmental, governmental and 
non-governmental organizations to formulate improved 
policies in crime prevention and criminal justice

•UNICRI - “first response broker”

•Tools: Creative Solutions, knowledge management and 
partnerships



10 What is UNICRI? 



11 What is UNICRI?



Our Method

CreativityCreativity KMSKMS

OUR METHOD

InnovativeInnovative
PartnershipsPartnerships

12 UNICRI’s Method



13 UNICRI’s Security Governance Approach 



14 UNICRI’s Security Governance/Counter-Terrorism Lab



15 UNICRI’s Security Governance/Counter-Terrorism Lab



16 UNICRI’s Security Governance/Counter-Terrorism Lab



17 What is UNICRI’s Role in Counter-Terrorism? 

•Active in implementing the UN Counter-Terrorism 
Strategy via the CTITF

•The Security Governance/Counter-Terrorism 
Laboratory is co-leader in the following working 
groups:

•The Protection of Vulnerable Targets

•Radicalisation and Extremism that lead to terrorism

•Preventing and Responding to Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Attacks



18 What is UNICRI’s Role in Counter-Terrorism? 

•UN E/2006/28 ECOSOC Resolution – Official 
Designation of UNICRI’s International Permanent 
Observatory on Security measures during Major 
Events

•EU-SEC – common long-term strategy for research 
and policy on security during major events

•KMS – illicit trafficking of CBRN



19 Conclusions

•Reconcile the tension between: Urgency –v – Alarmism

•Urgent action needed in preventative measures

•Global strategy is a good framework

•Creates a common language and approach

•Multilateral approach to countering terrorism

•States to promote a multi-sector approach

•Civil Society plays an important role



Visit
UNICRI’s

Website

20 Conclusions

www.unicri.it



Thank you

Sandro Calvani

21 Conclusions

Director 
UNICRI

Questions?


