
The paths towards the attainment  
of Millennium Development Goals  

Lecture by Dr. Sandro Calvani, ARCMDG Director at AIT, 
June 15th, Bangkok, Thailand  



Contents of this lecture  

1. Brief references to Millennium 
Development Goals in human history; 

2. What are the MDGs?  
3. MDGs attainment in the world and in Asia; 

4. Two hidden and shameful errors; 

5. Accelerating the attainment of MDGs; 

6. Beyond 2015 
  
 



 

 

1.  
      

      Millennium 
   Development Goals  

in human history 
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Justice, development  
and peace 

I come 
first  

MDGs  

Human 
rights  

No, you come 
after me   



   From the Hammurabi Codes of 
   ancient Babylon to the League   
   of Nations, an awareness of          
   human rights slowly emerged;  
 
   Individual human beings, have an 
   innate sense of the fundamental 
   rights and freedoms; 
    
   A basic understanding and  
   recognition of human rights  
   is in our nature;  

Socio-economic Rights   



HR are truly Universal 

The world’s major legal  
systems all bring important 
contributions to our  
understanding of human rights; 
 
As do the most widely practiced 
religious beliefs, including Buddhist, 
Christian, Confucian, Hindu, Islamic  
and Jewish traditions. 
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First attempts to articulate HR  
in the Hammurabi Codes of Babylon, 
Greco-Roman doctrines  
and in St. Thomas Aquinas, Baruch 
Spinoza, Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz,  
Hugo Grotius, John Locke  
and Jean Jacques Rousseau. 
 

Dozens of sources  



 
The concept of "natural law"  
set the stage for wide recognition  
of human rights and freedoms. 
  
Natural law holds that people are born  
in an innately "good“ state:  
certain fundamental rights can be 
reasonably deduced from this fact. 

Dozens of sources  



Initial global consensus on HR  
in the past centuries  

1215: British Magna Charta,  
1777: Unites States Declaration of Independence  
1791: United States Bill of Rights,  
1789: French Declaration of the Rights of Man, 
1830: Principles of Anti-Slavery movement, 
1864: First Geneva Convention on the Red Cross; 
1899: The Hague Convention on humanitarian rules 
  of naval warfare. 

 



Stronger global consensus on HR  
in recent times   

1902: PanAmerican Sanitary Bureau, 
1919: League of Nations,  
1920: International Labour Organization,  
1941: Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech 
1945: Charter of the United Nations, 
1948: Universal Declaration of Human Rights  
1948: Genocide Convention 
1966: Intl. Covenant on Civil & Political Rights, 
1966: Intl. Covenant on Economic, Social &  
 Cultural Rights. 
1998: Rome Statute of the Intl. Criminal Court 
2000: Millennium declaration 



1966: International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights 
 

Right to social security, 
Right to family life, 
Right to an adequate standard of living, 
Right to health, 
Right to free education, 
Right to participation in cultural life. 
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July 4th, 1777 
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World map of freedom 2012 

Free 

Partly 
free 

Not free 



Attainment of civil liberties  
and socio-economic rights  

are strongly linked  
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Freedom  by population                  Freedom by countries  
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Global growth of freedoms is greater 

than improvements in MDGs  
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Status of democracies in 2012  

FREE     87  (45%)       3,016,366,100 (43%) 

PARTLY  FREE     60  (31%)       1,497,442,500 (22%) 

NOT  FREE    48  (24%)       2,453,231,500 (35%) 

TOTAL                  185         6,967,040,100  

 

Freedom House’s survey findings 
 

Freedom status         Country breakdown       Population breakdown 
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2.  
      

     What are  
the Millennium  

 Development Goals? 



http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpi
d74508896001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAAADraVCk~,_io
usidU67F4p_MQwYYMqwTlZK8h4hDh&bctid=6
2945577001 

19 

http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid74508896001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAAADraVCk~,_iousidU67F4p_MQwYYMqwTlZK8h4hDh&bctid=62945577001
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid74508896001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAAADraVCk~,_iousidU67F4p_MQwYYMqwTlZK8h4hDh&bctid=62945577001
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid74508896001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAAADraVCk~,_iousidU67F4p_MQwYYMqwTlZK8h4hDh&bctid=62945577001
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid74508896001?bckey=AQ~~,AAAAADraVCk~,_iousidU67F4p_MQwYYMqwTlZK8h4hDh&bctid=62945577001


Complex 
Emergency    

Sustainable 
development 

 
 

Development 
Aid 

  

Humanitarian needs and responses 
 may be tangled in a labyrinth  

Military  
intervention 

Humanitarian 
 Aid  

Failed 
government    



Complex  
 Emergency 

 
   

 
Sustainable 
development 

 
 

Development Aid 
  

Humanitarian assistance 
has a large impact on development; 

 
Development stage is the major variable  

of effective humanitarian assistance 

Military  
intervention 

Humanitarian Aid  

Failed 
government    



The Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs) were adopted  

by 189 member states at the  

United Nations Millennium Summit  

in the year 2000.   
 

These States have pledged to 

achieve the MDGs by 2015. 
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What are the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) ? 

  

The Millennium Development Goals are 

a set of targets, of a quantitative nature, 

that are time-bound, 
 

and express key elements  

of sustainable human  development. 
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 Eight  Millennium  Development  Goals 
    

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

2. Achieve universal primary education 

3. Promote gender equality and empower women 

4. Reduce child mortality 

5. Improve maternal health 

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases 

7. Ensure environmental sustainability 

8. Develop a global partnership for development 
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Some initial impressive progress… 

The world is on track for halving poverty by 2015: 
120 million people out of poverty  
between 2000 and 2005, or 2.4 % annual drop; 

 
Between 2000 and 2005 : 
2 million lives saved through reduced child mortality, 
30 million additional 6-12 children going to school, 
30 mil. add. families having access to drinking water, 
boys and girls in equal numbers in primary school.  
 
               Source: European Commission 
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A special agenda for fragile states 

 Particular problems in countries with weak institutions, 
 often due to actual or latent conflicts;  

 

 Fragile states lag the most behind for all MDGs; 
 

 New aid model based on budget support and result  
 conditionality cannot be applied to these countries.  

 

 Need for new and imaginative use of combined political, 
 technical, financial and sometimes military resources; 

 

 Need to engage with civil society and non-state actors. 
 

                  Source: European Commission 
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…But progress is highly uneven,   
and still too slow in some areas 

o Reduction of global poverty is due to rapid growth in 
giant  Asian countries: China, India, Indonesia, Vietnam; 
 

o World still off track on child mortality,  access to water  
o and some other goals; 

 
o Most developing countries  are projected  
o not to meet most MDGs; 

 
o Despite recent up-turn in growth, Sub-Saharan Africa  
o lags very much behind; 

 
 
 
 

o Source: EC 

 

Growth alone cannot do the job  
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Development, security and human rights  
 are not only ends in themselves;  
 they reinforce each other,  
 and depend on each other.  
 
 

In our interconnected world, the human family 
will not enjoy development without security,  

 it will not enjoy security without development, 
and it will not enjoy either  

 without respect for human rights.  
 

    Kofi Annan,  UN Secretary-General, 2000 
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Towards a global redesigning 
of governance  

It is time to recognise that human capital 
and natural capital are every bit  
as important as financial capital;  

 
…Let us face facts;   
the old model has collapsed.  
We need to create a new one,  
a new model for dynamic growth,  
a new paradigm based on stable economies  
and decent jobs and opportunities for all.
   

 UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, May 2012 
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3.  
      

       MDGs’ 
achievement  

in the world and in Asia 
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Absolute and relative overall progress on the MDGs:   
Top 20 Achievers  

Asian countries 



MDGs attainment  in  sub-Saharan Africa 
by number of countries  

Achieved    On track  Off track  Badly off track  No data  

Poverty 

School 
completion 

Gender 
(primary)  

Gender 
(secondary)  

Child 
mortality 

Births 

Water Sanitation 



MDGs in Asia - Pacific: 
where do we stand in 2012 ? 
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The Asia-Pacific region has registered 
impressive progress on many MDG 
indicators, especially in reducing poverty 
and achieving gender parity in education.  
 
But the region is lagging on some 
important targets, particularly those 
related to health. 
 
Many Asia-Pacific countries will need to 
step up their efforts to reduce hunger, 
prevent the deaths of millions 
of women and children, and ensure that 
all households benefit from 
basic sanitation. 



            Early achiever: already achieved the 2015 target 

 
   On-track: Expected to meet the target by 2015 

 
 

   Off-track, slow: Expected to meet the target,  

   but after 2015 
   
   Off-track: no progress, regressing, stagnating  

  or slipping backwards 

 
 

MDG situation  in Asia in 2012 



MDGs in Asia-Pacific in 2012  
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MDGs in Asia-Pacific in 2012  
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MDGs in East, North and South-East Asia in 2012  
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Percentage of people leaving  
on 1.25 $ a day by continents  

Asia 
Pacific  
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Asia 
Pacific  

Sub-Saharan  
Africa  

Percentage of underweight children   
by continents  
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Under-5 mortality rate    
by continents  

Asia 
Pacific  
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Maternal mortality rate    
by continents  

Asia 
Pacific  



 

 

4. 
      

       Two 
hidden and shameful errors  
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A hidden and grave human error:  

wars kill development and 
cause grave humanitarian crises  
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Worst human error   
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Asia-Pacific share of the 
developing world’s deprived people  
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Contribution of selected gender related MDGs  
to disparities by region   
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Disparities of attainment of health-related MDG targets 
in some Asian countries  



 

 

5. 
      

       
Accelerating  

       the attainment  
      of the Millennium 
    Development Goals 

  



There is no astrolabe to orient the policy makers’  
understanding of human rights and of MDGs policies  

 However, 
 some consensus on the fundamentals 
 has emerged from research and practice  
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Jeffrey D. Sachs, Director of the Earth Institute 

Sandro Calvani, Director of U.N. MDGs Center at AIT  

Jan Vandemoortele, co-creator  of U.N. MDGs 

…a good intention denied. 

…the belle of the ball of 
International cooperation.  

…the true global constitution  
of humankind.  

What have the MDGs been ?   
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Lessons learned  
 
 

Impressive MDG progress is possible  
on several fronts;  
 
Progress uneven across regions  
and sub-regions,  within countries  
and among socio-economic groups; 
 
MDG progress reversed in many countries 
and decelerated in others  
because of multiple crises; 
 
Vulnerability of countries and people 
increased with pockets of deprivations; 
 
 
            MDGs are still achievable ! 
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Successful interventions  
 

A Comprehensive Package Approach (CPA) for  

Education in Ethiopia, Mozambique and Tanzania 
 

 

 

Midday school meal programme in Ghana, Guyana, 

India 
 

 

Community Integrated Management of Childhood  

Illness (CIMCI) in Eritrea and Malawi 
 

 

 

Incentive Package for Girls’ education (female 

teachers/scholarship/uniforms/separate 

toilets) in Bangladesh, Gambia, Nepal 
 

 

 

Microfinance for HIV/AIDS in South Africa 
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   MDG shortfalls, disparities and time constraint,  
   scalability and replication of proven interventions; 
 

    Structural constraints:  
    lack of sustained economic growth  
    and human development, trade; 
 
   Shocks and vulnerabilities, multiple crises,  
   natural disasters, Hiv-Aids, climate change; 
 
   Three critical gaps: policy and priority gap,  
   capacity and institution gap and resource gap  
 
   Uncertainty and unpredictability of external 
   assistance, development finance. 
  

Key challenges and bottlenecks   
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Pro-poor policies 

Avoid ‘small government’ ideology. 

Shun tight inflation targets. 
 

Deregulate financial markets with 
great care. 

Liberalise trade cautiously. 

Address equity & narrow gaps. 



Pro-poor mythology 

• Poverty reduction is not an universal good. 
 

• Neither it is an automatic by-product                
of macro-economic stability & growth. 

 
• An honest search for real solutions leads   
to hard trade-offs & tough policy choices. 

 
• Tendency to stick to conventional wisdom, 
generalities & myths. 
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• Growth has an obvious place. 

• But evidence shows that high 

inequality inhibits growth. 

• Equity is good for the poor 

because it is good for growth. 

• Yet,                                          

most policies overlook equity. 

Is equity good for the poor? 
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Target population 

Programme 

E mistake:  excessive  

coverage (leakage) 

F mistake:  failure to reach target population 

Targeting 
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Narrow targeting: use sparingly 

 Difficult to identify & reach the poor: F mistake  

 

 Poor get bumped-off by near-poor: E mistake 

 
 Administrative costs are high: 
    avoid F & E mistakes; oversight; 
 
 Proving eligibility is not without costs: 
    documents, fees, service fares, stigma; 
 
 Sustainability is undermined: 
    poor’s voice weak to maintain scope/quality. 
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Cost recovery: 6 good practices 

Retain revenue & spending authority at 

 local level. 

Invest in quality-enhancing inputs. 

Accept different types of contributions. 

Base exemption scheme on observable 

 criteria. 

Maximize community participation. 

Conduct regular M&E. 
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6.  
      

     Beyond 2015 
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In 2015:  
 
Two billion people     
living on less than 
$2.50 a day; 
  

One billion with 
insufficient access  
to clean water;  
 

About 2.4 billion  
people without a 
decent energy source; 
 

1.2 billion suffering 
from chronic hunger:   
 

All this is "morally 
unacceptable

UN climate convention (UNFCCC) chief Christiana Figueres at the Barbara Ward Lecture in London, 2011 



despite the spectacular successes of nations 
such as China, Thailand, Malaysia and Brazil 

in raising living standards, and despite 
advances secured by the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) 

Chronic poverty challenges 
world justice 



Climate change is one of the issues that 
threatens to exacerbate the situation:   

 

raising sea levels, increasing drought in 
drought-prone areas, reducing crop yields. 



The Future We Want  
at the UN conference on Sustainable Development  

April 2012 



Human Rights and  
Millennium  
Development  
Goals… 

…are modern re-discoveries of  
 the centuries-old human pursuit of happiness 



3 + 7 + 4 

back to basics 



Integration,  
implementation and 
coherence.  

 

The world must integrate   
the economic, social and 
environmental pillars of 
sustainable development.  
 
It must address the 
implementation of the 
sustainable development 
agenda.  
 
And it should lead to 
coherent policies and 
programmes at all levels. 
 

3 policy  + 7 + 4 

changes 



1. combating poverty, (including through 
 green jobs and social inclusion);  
2. food security and sustainable agriculture;  
3. sound water management;  
4. energy access including from renewable 
 sources and energy efficiency;  
5. sustainable cities;  
6. management of oceans;  
7. improving community resilience and 
 disaster preparedness.  
 
Cross cutting areas of civil society work are:  
sustainable consumption, means of 
implementation, gender mainstreaming, 
education, science and technology. 
 

This generation’s  
seven missions are: 

3 + 7 + 4 



A green economy in the context of sustainable 
development and poverty eradication;  
 

A global council for Sustainable Development;  
 

A new global governance of the Earth environment;  
 

New and binding sustainable development goals (SDGs) 
in the context of a post-2015 MDGs.  
 

a road map  
and good practices  

for the  
implementation of:  

3 + 7 + 4 



 With the current 
globalization we need to extend 
our circle of empathy and view 
humanity as a worldwide 
extended human family.  
 

 As long as we refrain 
from facing that challenge, 
divisiveness and unsolvable 
conflicts will persist. 
 

 The contradiction between 
modern problems, new scientific 
knowledge and the inadequacy of 
our prevalent source of morality 
or of ethics, lead to ask what 
kind of values would be required 
to face the new challenges.  
 



 
 

What would our civilization look 
like if we were to adopt them? 

 
 

 

Pursuit of happiness 



1. All human beings will be equal in dignity and in human rights. 
 
 
  
 

Global ethics  
 

4. Human solidarity and 
sharing shall be better 
accepted as a protection 
against poverty and 
deprivation. 
 
5. The manipulation and 
domination of others 
through lies, propaganda, 
and exploitation schemes of 
all kinds will be  less 
prevalent. 
 
 

2. Life on this planet shall not be devalued and seen as only a 
preparation for a better life after death.  
 
3. The virtues of tolerance and of human liberty shall be proclaimed 
and applied, subject only to the requirements of public order. 



6. There will be more reliance on reason, logic and science. 

7. Better care of the Earth's natural environment: land, soil, 
 water, air and space, in order to bequeath a brighter 
 heritage to future generations.  

8. End the primitive practice of resorting to violence or to wars to 
 resolve differences and conflicts. 

9. There would be genuine democracy in the organization of public 
 affairs, according to individual freedom and responsibility. 

10. Governments’ most important task will be to help develop  
 children's intelligence and talents through education. 
 



 

is then a MUST,  
not just an option  



We need two planets 

Our global [ecological] footprint now 
exceeds the world’s capacity to 
regenerate by about 30%.  

If our demands on the planet 
continue at the same rate, by the 
mid-2030s we will need the 
equivalent of two planets to 
maintain our lifestyles. 
 

More than three quarters of the 
world’s people live in nations that 
are ecological debtors: their 
national consumption has outstripped 
their country’s biocapacity. 

Living Planet Report of 2008 



The little known gear of MDGs 
& poverty-free societies:  

social business,  
CSR          ,  

access to credit,  
access to market  



Examples of people in action 

Cultural Creatives: 
  

They invent.  
They imagine.  
They heal.  
They explore.  
They create.  
They inspire.  

They push the human race forward. 

 
(1) Cultural Creatives, 2000, Paul H. Ray Ph.D. & Sherry Ruth Anderson Ph.D. 

 

 



  

 

 Thank you 

www.arcmdg.ait.asia 
www.sandrocalvani.it  


