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1. Introduction 



Corruption 

has been the first surprise 

of my professional career  
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Relief in the Italian earthquake in 1980:
a rotten tomato sauce 
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“All along I thought our level of corruption fell
well within community standards”

“Dazione ambientale” 
environmental act of giving
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Corruption 
is worse than prostitution

The latter might endanger the 
morals of an individual, 

the former invariably endangers 
the morals of the entire country. 

Karl Kraus (1874 – 1936)  Austrian writer and journalist 

lesson learnt

1

8



9



Four cases 
of effective commitment in
the fight against corruption 

Bolivia: Ronald MacLean Abaroa, Mayor of La Paz;

Colombia: Ley de Justicia y Paz; 

Dominican Republic:  Vincho Castillo, Drug Courts;

Nigeria: Dr. Dora Nkem Akunyili, NAFDAC,
Time Magazine Award 2006 
“ One of the eighteen heroes of our time"
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Ronald MacLean Abaroa, 

the first democratically elected mayor of 
La Paz, Bolivia was reelected four times 
between 1985 and 1991
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lesson learnt
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C = M + D – A

Corruption (C) 

equals monopoly power (M) 

plus discretion by officials (D) 

minus accountability  (A)
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Most corrupt people have:

•Monopoly power over a good 
or a service;

•Discretion to decide whether 
someone gets that good or service 
or how much a person receives;

•no Accountability whereby others 
can see what that person is deciding.
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Colombia 2005: Ley de Justicia y Paz 
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For corrupted people 

money is more important than lives

lesson
learnt
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Dominican Republic 1996: 
Special Courts against drugs 

Vincho Castillo 
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Corrupt environments require 
no speak , no see, no listen attitudes

lesson
learnt

4
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"Counterfeit drugs 

are murder. 

It is the highest form 

of terrorism 

against public health 

because it kills a mass.”

Dr. Dora Nkem Akunyili
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Corruption kills reforms;
Corrupted politicians 

do not like reforms 

lesson
learnt
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Corruption derails all cultural values of society



I learned that corruption : 

Endangers the morals 
of the entire country;

Results from monopoly power,  
discretion by officials , without 
accountability; 

Is a killer;

Requires conspiracy 
of silence; 

Deletes  reforms. 
22
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Sir, 2 weapon scientists 
are my in-laws 

Sir, Dubai bank account 
is in my name

Don’t let Yanks 
near terrorists

…Will he make 
me new chief?

Chief, if you decide so, 
they will give us 1 mil.$

3. Corruption & globalization



Corruption is now a global concern 

24



25



There is no doubt 

on the strong nexus 

between corruption, 

poverty, 

and failed attainment 

of human rights        

and MDGs
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Poor people pay 
the highest price of corruption 
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Corruption: 

now showing 

in an office 

near you 
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The balance of good governance 

Anti-corruption
effectiveness Civil society

awareness

Public sector
transparency

Democracy and
civil liberties
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World map of freedom 2012

Free

Partly 
free

Not free



Attainment of civil liberties 
and socio-economic rights 

are strongly linked 
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Freedom  by population                  Freedom by countries 
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Global growth of freedoms is greater 
than anti-corruption success 
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Status of democracies in 2012

FREE 87  (45%)      3,016,366,100 (43%)

PARTLY  FREE     60  (31%)       1,497,442,500 (22%)

NOT  FREE 48  (24%)       2,453,231,500 (35%)

TOTAL                 185 6,967,040,100 

Freedom  House’s  survey  findings

Freedom status         Country breakdown             Population breakdown



4. What can we do ? 
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Towards a global redesigning 
of governance 

Development, security
and human rights 

are not only ends in themselves; 
they reinforce each other, 
and depend on each other. 

In our interconnected world, the human family 
will not enjoy development without security, 
it will not enjoy security without development, 
and it will not enjoy either 
without respect for human rights. 

Kofi Annan,  UN Secretary-General, 200035



Corruption had a big role in the failure of 

governance in the 2011-12 crisis
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Towards a global redesigning 
of governance 

It is time to recognise that human capital 
and natural capital are every bit 
as important as financial capital;

…Let us face facts; 
the old model has collapsed. 
We need to create a new one, 
a new model for dynamic growth, 
a new paradigm based on stable economies 
and decent jobs and opportunities for all.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, May 2012 37



To effectively fight CORRUPTION 

is a global must and a global will  
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Can we break 

through the walls 

of corrupted 

societies?

If there is a will, there is a way ! 
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Specific strategies 

1. Understanding corrupt systems, which 
requires analytical tools;

2. Diagnosing how specific corrupt 
networks now work in a particular system;

3. Overcoming political and bureaucratic 
resistance, and garnering support;

4. Crafting a sequenced plan of action to 
heal corrupted systems, rupture a culture 
of cynicism, build political momentum, and 
transform government practices.
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The world will not be destroyed by those 
who do evil, but by those who watch 

them without doing anything. Albert Einstein 
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Education is the most effective tool 
to fight corruption 
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Free press and investigative 
journalism are the best ally of 

the anti-graft policies



In a state where 
corruption abounds, 

laws must be very 
numerous. 

Tacitus

Pede poena claudo (punishment comes limping) 
Retribution comes slowly, but surely

i

Publius (or Gaius) Cornelius Tacitus (AD 56 – AD 117) 
was a senator and a historian of the Roman Empire45
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