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Three billion people     
living on less than 
$2.50 a day; 
  

One billion with 
insufficient access  
to clean water;  
 

About 2.4 billion  
people without a 
decent energy source; 
 

1.2 billion suffering 
from chronic hunger:   
 

All this is "morally 
unacceptable

UN climate convention (UNFCCC) chief Christiana Figueres at the Barbara Ward Lecture in London, 2011 



despite the spectacular successes of nations 
such as China, Thailand, Malaysia and Brazil 

in raising living standards, and despite 
advances secured by the Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) 

Chronic poverty challenges 
world justice 



Climate change is one of the issues that 
threatens to exacerbate the situation:   

 

raising sea levels, increasing drought in 
drought-prone areas, reducing crop yields. 



The Future We Want  
at the UN conference on Sustainable Development  

April 2012 



Human Rights and  
Millennium  
Development  
Goals… 

…are modern re-discoveries of  
 the centuries-old human pursuit of happiness 





July 4th, 1777 



There is no astrolabe to orient the policy makers’  
understanding of human rights and of MDGs policies  

 However, 
 some consensus on the fundamentals 
 has emerged from research and practice  



Jeffrey D. Sachs, Director of the Earth Institute 

Sandro Calvani, Director of U.N. MDGs Center at AIT  

Jan Vandemoortele, co-creator  of U.N. MDGs 

…a good intention denied. 

…the belle of the ball of 
International cooperation.  

…the true global constitution  
of humankind.  

What are the MDGs?   









Justice, development  
and peace 

I come 
first  

MDGs  

Human 
rights  

No, you come 
after me   



3 + 7 + 4 

back to basics 



Integration, 
implementation and 
coherence.  

 

The world must integrate the 
economic, social and 
environmental pillars of 
sustainable development.  

 

It must address the 
implementation of the 
sustainable development 
agenda. And it should lead to 
coherent policies and 
programmes at all levels. 

3 + 7 + 4 



1. combating poverty, (including through 
 green jobs and social inclusion);  
2. food security and sustainable agriculture;  
3. sound water management;  
4. energy access including from renewable 
 sources and energy efficiency;  
5. sustainable cities;  
6. management of oceans;  
7. improving community resilience and 
 disaster preparedness.  
 
Cross cutting areas of civil society work are:  
sustainable consumption, means of 
implementation, gender mainstreaming, 
education, science and technology. 
 

This generation’s  
seven missions are: 3 + 7 + 4 



A green economy in the context of sustainable 
development and poverty eradication;  
 

A global council for Sustainable Development;  
 

A new global governance of the Earth environment;  
 

New and binding sustainable development goals (SDGs) 
in the context of a post-2015 MDGs.  
 

a road map  
and good practices  

for the implementation 
of:  

3 + 7 + 4 



 … 

For a more humane world:  
 

values, choices and 
perspectives of Christian 
lay people’s commitment 

new call 
 to holiness  

new forms of  
Nimby syndrome 

new global  
challenges 



"For us the life of society is an 
inseparable whole, indivisible unity 
that is compliant to another 
indivisible unity which is the human 
person…  
 
Every science that portrays some 
aspect of those unities should be 
studied separately, but at the same 
time together with the linkages with 
all other scientific studies  that 
have the same object or those to 
which they are hierarchically 
subordinate” 
 
   Giuseppe Toniolo  
 
 
 
(as quoted in: Molesti, 2005 p. 18). 

People 
and 

planet  



“We must always use that deep 
sense of history for which you 
can not only understand the exact 
nature of a problem, but also a 
precise evaluation of its terms 
and aspects at different times 
and in different political, ethical, 
social and economic environments”. 
 
  Giuseppe Toniolo  
 

(as quoted in Pecorari, 1981 p. 38) 

People 
and 

times  



“We should not be limited to a 
history of dynastic succession,  
of the exploits of conquerors,  
of political combinations,  
 
but we must think of a total 
history in which there is the 
people, its beliefs, its customs 
and its culture, its passions and 
sorrows, the real civil society 
that truly lives and stirs beneath 
the surface” 
 
   Giuseppe Toniolo  
 
(as quoted in: Molesti, 2005 p. 17). 
 

People 
and 

cultures  



There are no eternal and 
immutable rules to guide the 
human activity, which is 
incumbent upon scientists to 
unravel.  
 
Instead the human person, 
as such, is endowed with 
freedom and his actions are 
self-imposed by the moral 
and social context where he 
lives and works.  
 
   Giuseppe Toniolo  

Science 
and 

freedom  



Political economy becomes, in this 
sense, the human science which 
studies only one of the many 
aspects,that produce social 
welfare that is, wealth and its 
distribution mechanisms,  
 
but such human science can not 
fail to analyse all other aspects 
that allow the welfare of society 
such as respect for human rights, 
peace, security, cultural 
development and, ultimately, 
ethical values. 
 
   Giuseppe Toniolo 

 (as quoted in: Solari, 2007 pp. 39-58). 

Economy 
and… 

Ethics 



Rothkopf argues that while for 
much of the 20th century the 
great struggle on the world 
stage was between capitalism 
and communism, which 
capitalism won,  
 
the great struggle in the 21st 
century will be about which 
version of capitalism will win, 
which one will prove the most 
effective at generating growth 
and become the most emulated.  

What will be the future economy?  



What socio-economic model will win? 

Will it be Beijing’s capitalism 
with Chinese characteristics?  
 

Will it be the democratic 
development capitalism of 
India and Brazil?  
 

Will it be entrepreneurial 
small-state capitalism of 
Singapore and Israel?  
 

Will it be European safety-
net capitalism?  
 

Or will it be American 
capitalism? 



America’s success for over 
200 years was largely due to 
its healthy, balanced public-
private partnership, 
 

where government provided 
the institutions, rules, safety 
nets, education, research and 
infrastructure, 
 

to empower the private 
sector to innovate, invest and 
take the risks that promote 
growth and jobs.  
 

Fundamentals of American success  

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/14/opinion/friedman-capitalism-version-2012.html?src=me&ref=general 



When the private sector 
overwhelms the public, you get 
the 2008 subprime crisis. 
When the public overwhelms 
the private, you get choking 
regulations.  
 
The lesson of history, is that 
capitalism thrives best when 
you have this balance, and 
when you lose the balance, you 
get in trouble. 

A balance between market and ethics.   



“Now, like all of you, my 
responsibility is to act in 
the interest of my nation 
and my people, and I will 
never apologize for 
defending those interests.   
 
But it is my deeply held 
belief that in the year 
2009, more than at any 
point in human history, the 
interests of nations and 
peoples are shared”.  
 
President B. Obama’s speech at the United Nations  

Yes, we can 



We are the world 

“The religious convictions that we 
hold in our hearts can forge new 
bonds among people, or they can 
tear us apart.   
 
The technology we harness can 
light the path to peace, or 
forever darken it.   
 
The energy we use can sustain our 
planet, or destroy it.   
 
What happens to the hope of a 
single child –anywhere- can enrich 
our world, or impoverish it”. 
 

President B. Obama’s speech at the United Nations, 2009 



This body was founded on 
the belief that the nations 
of the world could solve 
their problems together.   
 
Franklin Roosevelt,  
[believed that] "The 
structure of world peace 
cannot be the work of one 

man, or one party, or one 
nation… It cannot be a 
peace of large nations… or 
of small nations.  
  
It must be a peace which 
rests on the cooperative 
effort of the whole world“. 

President B. Obama’s speech at the United Nations, 2009 



 



 



 
…we get in trouble 





 



 



 



The buzz in action 

you have seen it in the press,  
there is something in the air… 



 With the current 
globalization we need to extend 
our circle of empathy and view 
humanity as a worldwide 
extended human family.  
 

 As long as we refrain 
from facing that challenge, 
divisiveness and unsolvable 
conflicts will persist. 
 

 The contradiction between 
modern problems, new scientific 
knowledge and the inadequacy of 
our prevalent source of morality 
or of ethics, lead to ask what 
kind of values would be required 
to face the new challenges.  
 



What would our civilization look 
like if we were to adopt them? 

 



1. All human beings will be equal in dignity and in human rights.  
2. Life on this planet shall not be devalued and seen as only a 
 preparation for a better life after death. 
3. The virtues of tolerance and of human liberty shall be 
 proclaimed and applied, subject only to the requirements of 
 public order. 
 

Global ethics  
 

4. Human solidarity and 
sharing shall be better 
accepted as a  protection 
against poverty and 
deprivation. 
 
5. The manipulation and 
domination of others 
through lies, propaganda, 
and exploitation schemes of 
all kinds will be  less 
prevalent. 
 



6. There will be more reliance on reason, logic and science. 
7. Better care of the Earth's natural environment: land, soil, 
 water, air and space, in order to bequeath a brighter 
 heritage to future generations.  
8. End the primitive practice of resorting to violence or to wars to 
 resolve differences and conflicts. 
9. There would be genuine democracy in the organization of public 
 affairs, according to individual freedom and responsibility. 
10. Governments’ most important task will be to help develop  
 children's intelligence and talents through education. 
 



 



We need two planets 

Our global [ecological] footprint now 
exceeds the world’s capacity to 
regenerate by about 30%.  

If our demands on the planet 
continue at the same rate, by the 
mid-2030s we will need the 
equivalent of two planets to 
maintain our lifestyles. 
 

More than three quarters of the 
world’s people live in nations that 
are ecological debtors: their 
national consumption has outstripped 
their country’s biocapacity. 

Living Planet Report of 2008 



 

1961 data 
on 2005 

boundaries  



 

2005  



Examples of people in action 

Cultural Creatives:  
 

• Represents ~30% of adults in the USA; (1) 

• Also known as LOHAS, short for 
Lifestyles of Health and Sustainability; 

• Represents a US$ 228.9 billion 
marketplace in USA 

 

 
(1) Cultural Creatives, 2000, Paul H. Ray Ph.D. & Sherry Ruth Anderson Ph.D. 

(2) LohasJournal.com 1/29/2007) 



Examples of people in action 

Cultural Creatives: 
  

They invent.  
They imagine.  
They heal.  
They explore.  
They create.  
They inspire.  

They push the human race forward. 
 

 
(1) Cultural Creatives, 2000, Paul H. Ray Ph.D. & Sherry Ruth Anderson Ph.D. 

(2) LohasJournal.com 1/29/2007) 



Industry example: Tesla Motors 

 

 Tesla Motors designs and sells 
high-performance, highly efficient 
electric sports cars with no compromises.  
 
Tesla Motors cars combine style, 
acceleration, and handling with advanced 
technologies that make them among the  
quickest and the  
most energy- 
efficient cars on  
the road.  

 



 



 



 



 

In 2012 there are 

In 2012 there are 30 billion 



 

are 
in 2012 



 



 



   

 



 



The glocalised consumer 

Source: Future Foundation 

As Europe becomes more globalised, the role of 
consumers’ communities and networks is strengthened 
rather than weakened.  Consumption as an affirmation 
of personal values 

Positive 
perceptions of 
globalisation in 
Europe 



Campaign
ers  

Optimists 

Confused 

Followers 

Non-willing 

Non- 
believing 

Campaigners  

Climate Group survey: 
the 6 ‘tribes’ of climate consumption 

Campaigners are deeply committed, 
but pessimistic that climate-change 
problems can be solved, and need to 
be convinced that solutions are 
authentic and effective.  

Optimists are also committed but 
upbeat about solving the problem. 
Their motivation is more social. 

Confused consumers are open-
minded and looking for clarity about 
the issue and what they should do.  

Followers are less sure on the issue 
but remain ready to join.  

The non-willing accept the issues 
but are unwilling to act. 

The non-believers rejected the 
issue completely.  

Source: The Climate Group Survey “Consumers, Brands, and 

Climate Change” as quoted in the Guardian 16 October 2007 





    Surprisingly big failures  
are caused by human factors 



Most forgotten factors in attaining 
human rights and human development  



Adapted from a presentation  

“The Human Element“ 

 by John Merritt  



Do not be afraid  
of engaging people 

 
SIMPLICITY  

drives successful 
people engagement,  

not complexity.  

PEOPLE 



PEOPLE 





 
The vital, 

connective tissue  
across each 

element are the 
people  

whom are to be 
engaged. 

 
This is what makes  
people engagement 

possible 
 

  





in people engagement 



THE 

HUMAN  
ELEMENT  



They don’t want to be just a number,  

We are  

WORKS BEST FOR THEM.  



People learn better from 
experiences, than from what 

they read or listen  





Without people 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
there can be  
no people engagement   



2.  







      Get better 

Confront reality 

State expectations 

Be accountable 

Listen first 

Meet committments 

Extend  

   Talk straight 

Show respect 

Right wrongs 

Show loyalty 

Deliver results  

Be transparent  



 

www.arcmdg.ait.asia 
www.sandrocalvani.it  

http://www.arcmdg.ait.asia/
http://www.sandrocalvani.it/
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