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Distinguished participants, good morning. 
 
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to this International Round Table on 
“Biomedical Research in Developing Countries: the Promotion of Ethics, Human Rights 
and Justice”. 
 
I would like to thank the Food and Agricultural Organization for hosting this event and 
the Italian Medicines Agency for strongly supporting and collaborating in this initiative. 
 
Mostly, I would like to express my gratitude to all of you for being present today, in 
particular the Representatives of UNESCO and WHO, the Representatives of the 
European Commission, of the World Medical Association, the Academics and the 
NGOs. I thank of course, primarily, the representatives of the countries, who are here, 
today, to share with us the strong commitment to contribute in a concrete way to the 
existing concerns raised by the globalization of clinical trials and the consequent need 
to protect its most vulnerable participants, while at the same time promoting the 
developments of science in the health field. 
 
The highest inspiration that should always direct and shape advancement of science is 
the benefit to humankind, with the increase of life expectancy and the improvement of 
the quality of life as its basic and most immediate effects and the universal respect for 
human rights, dignity and fundamental freedoms as its core values.  
 
The strong link between good health and development has been amply demonstrated. 
Underdevelopment not only denotes poverty and inequality, but also low life 
expectancy, low levels of education, and low standard of living. As per the WHO 
definition, “health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being” and not 
merely the absence of disease or infirmity. 
  

In the case of developing countries, strengthening of the health agenda has become a 
paramount necessity.  
Access to food, water sanitation, drug availability and access to healthcare services are 
priorities clearly set out in the United Nations Millennium Declaration. 
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UNICRI is deeply involved in the promotion of the UN Millennium Declaration and its 
Goals.  

Today underdevelopment generates crime and crime generates underdevelopment 
and the most vulnerable and exposed subjects pay the highest price of this vicious 
cycle. 
  
With almost 40 years of experience, UNICRI supports governments and the 
international community in tackling the threat of crime to development and stability and 
in strengthening human rights. In this respect, its mission is deeply embodied in the 
MDGs core objectives. The Institute has been always at the forefront of justice reform, 
crime prevention, victims protection and innovative security policies.  
 
Development, rights and security are interdependent. UNICRI work is based on the 
assumption that the more poverty and injustice will affect people, the more the world 
will be an unsafe place for everybody. Justice shall not be an empty word but the 
flagship of the commitment to defend the rights and the equal opportunities of each 
man. That is why UNICRI is putting the people at centre of its work.  
 
Strong institutional capacity is necessary to address development and security. Bad 
governance and corruption represent the main drain of resources from vital sectors 
such as healthcare and education. 
 
UNICRI facilitates global partnerships to share and adopt good practices and deepen 
the implementation of the UN treaties. Government accountability and integrity are key 
requirement of the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC). 
Cooperation among countries is pivotal in the UNCAC, especially in the efforts for the 
recovery of stolen assets. Currently, stolen assets held in foreign bank accounts are 
estimated to be equivalent to more than half of Africa’s foreign debt. Every day 5500 
people die from AIDS and in developing countries AIDS drugs are still difficult to get for 
a large percentage of the population.  
 
Wealthy nations must prioritize the needs of poor countries, when allocating their 
financial resources for health research. Poor countries must not be perceived as 
passive recipients or as instruments for exploitation, but as crucial partners. Developing 
countries, on the other hand, need to concentrate their efforts into strengthening good 
governance and the rule of law. 
 
UNICRI’s research networks aims to catalyse the worldwide expertise in making use of 
international resources and in putting concrete actions in place in the name of justice 
and to serve people’s needs. 
 
This Round Table represents the effort by UNICRI and the Italian Medicines Agency to 
investigate the ethical and legal implications surrounding the conduct of clinical trials of 
drugs with human participants in developing countries and to sharpen the capacity to 
assess health research.  

This round table represents an opportunity to exchange experiences and know-how 
with the hope to increase the knowledge and promote the implementation of the 
international instruments.  
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Awareness of biomedical ethics issues will lead to the formulation of laws for the 
protection of human participants in biomedical research. Promoting the harmonized 
adoption of good clinical practice (GCP) is pivotal. 
 
Supporting education and training curricula, to facilitate the creation of institutional 
Research Ethics Committees is essential to counter the violations of human rights and 
the law. 
  
Fostering the development of systems for regular site inspections and for the 
improvement of regulatory capacity is also crucial for marketing of new drugs to ensure 
the widest availability of treatment options to citizens and to protect them from poor 
quality control of drugs and from counterfeiting. 
 
Last but not least, it is essential to support good governance and the creation of a 
climate of trust in biomedical research, especially in those countries where 
development efforts in public health need to be supported by good governance.  
 
2008 is the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This should 
remind us of the serious commitments which the international community has taken. I 
would like to stress my deepest gratitude to you for being here to share with us this 
commitment and I wish for all of us a productive day of work. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 
 

 


