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1. Global pillage
 is the dark side of global village

Every year hundreds of thousands of men, women and children are trafficked illegally
all over the world. Many more people are willing participants of other forms of illicit
immigration and smuggling across borders while desperately looking for an escape from
poverty or for “better” quality of life for themselves and their children.

The past decade has seen a huge increase in the growth of human trafficking world-
wide, a trend which has been characterised by the abuse of fundamental human rights. Rapid
and varying economic and political developments, and social transformations have
contributed to this phenomenon. Trafficking has been exacerbated by the opening of border
crossings and improvements in international transport infrastructure as well as loss of
livelihoods and increased poverty levels caused by the economic crisis. As in other global
transformations of humankind, women and girls suffer most. The special vulnerability of
children makes them particularly exposed to long lasting exploitation, which might leave
deep wounds in the future generations. For what we have seen in the past five years, the
globalization era, born at the beginning of the third millennium, has betrayed the vision for a
new dawn of a global village. What humanity is now witnessing is rather a global pillage.

2. Globalization should serve all peoples,
instead of allowing global predators to prey on the most vulnerable ones.

While the problem is increasing in size and seriousness, the growing involvement of
organized crime and its monopoly of human trade in most illicit immigration routes, is cause
of highest concern for the international community. Human trafficking is now recognized as
one of the most profitable and fastest growing activity of transnational organized crime.
According to our United Nations estimates, millions of men, women, and children are
deceived, lured, and kidnapped from their homes and villages by sophisticated crime
syndicates and forced into labour under conditions are indistinguishable from slavery. The
exploitative character of new forms of slavery is even greater and worse than the slavery
nightmare that we believed to be buried in the history of three centuries ago. Smuggled into
developed and developing countries, new slaves are now forced to work in sweat shops, the
sex industry, and other illegal activities under the threat of violence and intimidation to pay
off their exorbitant debts. Although they are in search of a better quality of life, most end up
losing their basic human rights, dignity, and control over their own future.



A Chinese woman interviewed a few weeks ago by an Asian magazine has told to a
reporter that she gives birth to children for sale to snakeheads because they cost almost
nothing and sell at high prices; pig food is instead expensive and piglets do not gain good
money. May we suspect then that global and blind faith of free movement of people, goods,
moneys and services is threatening to destroy cultural values in the blender of predatory
globalization ? For sure we observe that excessive deregulation has provided an enabling
environment for free abusive exploitation of humans as just another profitable commodity.

3. Kingpins and snakeheads have become new dictators who rule the future of the
weakest people.

The size of most profitable commercial sex markets in Asia/Pacific demand for
example 300,000 minors in India, 200,000 in Thailand and 100,000 in the Philippines. At
global level over the past few years, smuggling and trafficking have become a major activity
and source of income of criminal organisation, at the national and international levels. The
gross earnings are estimated between 5-7 billion US dollars annually 1. The phenomenon has
taken on such proportions that, for example, in Europe smuggling has become a determining
factor in migration trends. It has been estimated that European criminal organisations pay
about US$6,000 to Asian syndicates to buy a Chinese man or woman. The person will have
to pay more than US$15,000 to their employers in Europe to purchase their freedom. The
profit is US$9,000 per capita, plus essentially free labour. An ever increasing networking
among different organised crime groups provides for economies of scale and for full control
of the smuggling-trafficking sequence. The more vulnerable a human being is, the weakest
gender, the most marginal ethnic and religious faith, the youngest generation, the most
destitute community, the more they will become preferred target of snakeheads.

Thus, human trafficking is not only a “heinous” transnational crime, a contemporary
form of slavery, the most massive and unchecked violation of human rights but it is also a
powerful engine to generate huge illicit profits. Synergies with drug trafficking and enslaved
sex industry have enhanced their profits. The destination of the worst forms of illicit wealth
tends also to consolidate its impunity by corrupting judicial systems, law enforcement, the
free press, constitutional forms of government including democratic elections. Then the
social fabric of civil society, all known forms of governance, the very foundations of
sustainable development and peace are at stake. Kingpins and snakeheads rule on the present
and future of weakest peoples. Their power is invasive, it has no democratic control, it does
not pay taxes. It ridicules all aspirations of freedom which have ignited and brought to victory
all human revolutions. It is so inhuman that it tends to hang humankind to some of the worst
forms of animal domination. Personally I am firmly convinced that the threat is wider and
more aggressively threatening than other forms of massive sick behavioural deviations such
as nazism and apartheid.

                                                
1 Summary of the report of the Rapporteur on International Cooperation in fighting illegal immigration
networks. IOM seminar on international response to trafficking in migrants and the safeguarding of migrant
rights, Geneva 26-28 October 1994.



4. Prevention is better than cure
and law enforcement is as right and essential as care of victims.

 During the first years of this scourge, the best institutions of humankind have
responded with a wide call to generous care of victims. In Bangkok alone, in the past year as
many as five large and well funded international programmes of the United Nations, NGOs,
UK, AusAID and the private sector, have focussed on care of victims. I think we will have
millions more of victims to care for, unless the international community decides to balance
the care for victims with an equally well planned, well funded and proactively executed
policy to deal with the sources. Prevention is better than cure for most human sicknesses.
Search, arrest, prosecution of snakeheads and their mischievious networks, might also be
better than comforting the victims of their inhuman crimes. When we put one of these global
predators out of business, we have prevented him from causing thousands of victims.  To me,
one snakehead at large in any village or town of Asia, is one too much.

Most of countries do not have adequate policies to deal with the trafficking of
humans or the smuggling of migrants. Many national legal frameworks are ill-equipped to
deal with the current trends in human trafficking. Some of the same countries even lack
legislation and have limited law enforcement capabilities and judicial expertise in this field.
This makes cooperation on an international level difficult. In the countries which do not
have the capacity to address the situation adequately, little is done to prevent or suppress the
problem at its roots and current laws, policies and strategies have proven inadequate to bring
the perpetrators before the court.  Intersectoral strategies to combat trafficking must be
designed, that include measures to prevent trafficking, prosecute offenders, and protect the
rights of trafficked persons.

The United Nations General Assembly  last year has adopted two Protocols together
with the Convention against transnational organized crime which was open to Member
countries signature in Palermo, in December 2000. The Protocols maintained a carefully
crafted balance between law enforcement and the protection of victims.

5. The UN protocol to prevent, suppress and punish
trafficking in persons, especially women and children,
now represent a global consensus on what should be
done.

In October 2000 the Ad Hoc Committee on the
Elaboration of United Nations Convention against
Transnational organized crime approved the draft Protocol
to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
Especially Women and Children, supplementing the above
mentioned Convention. The Ad Hoc Committee also
finalised the draft protocol against Smuggling of Migrants
by Land, Sea and Air. The Convention and the Protocols
will be open for signature at the High-level Political Signing
Conference to be held in Palermo, Italy, in December 2000.

In the UN Convention,
smuggling of people is defined as
procurement of illegal entry of a
person into a State of which the
latter person is not a national in
order to obtain a profit.
Trafficking is the recruitment,
transportation or receipt of
persons through deception or
coercion for the purpose of
prostitution, other sexual
exploitation or forced labour



Essentially, the Protocol against Trafficking in Persons is intended to “prevent and
combat” trafficking in persons and facilitate international co-operation against such
trafficking.  It provides for criminal offences, control and co-operation measures against
traffickers.  It also provides measures to protect and assist the victims. Trafficking in persons
is intended to include a range of cases where human beings are exploited by organised crime
groups where there is an element of duress involved and a transnational aspect, such as the
movement of people across borders or their exploitation within a country by a transnational
organised crime group.

The key definition, trafficking in persons includes  “...recruitment, transportation,
transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons...” if this uses improper means, such as force,
abduction, fraud, or coercion, for the purpose of exploitation, such as sexual exploitation,
forced or coerced labour, servitude, or slavery.  Countries which ratify the Protocol are
obliged to enact domestic laws making these activities criminal offences, if such laws are not
already in place.

In addition to taking action against traffickers, the Protocol requires states which
ratify it to take steps to protect and assist trafficked persons.  Trafficked persons would be
entitled to confidentiality and have some protection against offenders, both in general and
when they provide evidence or assistance to law enforcement or appear as witnesses in
prosecutions or similar proceedings.  Some social benefits, such as housing, medical care and
legal or other counselling are also provided for.

6. The UN global programme
against trafficking in human beings is effectively facilitating these tasks.

The United Nations Centre for International Crime Prevention (CICP) launched a
Global Programme against Trafficking in Human Beings in March 1999. The Programme,
which is carried out by the CICP together with the United Nations Interregional Crime and
Justice Research Institute (UNICRI), consists of an integral package of research, technical
cooperation and the formulation of an international strategy against trafficking in human
beings.  It will help countries to prepare for the implementation of the protocols of the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime that address trafficking in
persons and smuggling of migrants.

The Programme is aimed at enabling countries of origin, transit and destination to
develop joint strategies and practical actions against trafficking in human beings. Given the
transnational character of trafficking in human beings, effective and efficient criminal justice-
related responses can be developed only through international cooperation.

The objectives of the Global Programme against Trafficking in Human Beings include:
- to develop and improve functional data bases on routes, structures, and modalities used by
traffickers of human beings;

      - to improve law enforcement functions and cooperation, including at the national and
international levels;
-  to strengthen criminal justice responses;
-  to enhance interagency and inter-country cooperation;
-  to heighten awareness within the law enforcement and judicial communities and among the
population at large;



-  to improve the protection and support system for victims and witnesses.

The research phase of the programme includes data collection on different tracking
routes and the structures and modalities used in trafficking with the view to identify the
extent and nature of trafficking in human beings. A database on trafficking flows will be
established.

The Programme consists of a series of technical cooperation projects in selected
countries including activities on the national and international level. Activities to be carried
out in cooperation with the national counterparts include training of criminal justice
practitioners, advice on legislative reform, creation of coordinating frameworks to enhance
interagency and inter-country cooperation, development of victim assistance and witness
protection programmes, and prevention including public awareness campaigns. A database
containing practises will be established to enable policy makers, practitioners, researchers
and the NGO community to use the collected information.

The final phase of the Programme is the development of a global strategy against trafficking
in human beings, which will be presented for adoption by the international community at a
global forum in 2002.

7 . International  cooperation
is the right response to the challenge

Technical cooperation projects are currently being carried out or formulated in
countries in Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America. These projects will also help to test the
effectiveness of anti-trafficking measures to be included in a global strategy against this
criminal activity.

The first project was initiated in the Philippines. The project has established a national
inter-agency mechanism to coordinate the activities of various national agencies that address
aspects of trafficking. Information on the involvement of organized crime groups in
trafficking of persons is being collected.

A technical cooperation project against trafficking in human beings has also begun in
Eastern Europe. The project covers the Czech Republic, Poland and the Slovak Republic.
Austria, Finland, Germany and the Netherlands are participating as partner countries.  The
project will assess the requirements for ratification and implementation of the Protocol
against Trafficking in Persons in the project countries. Increasing successful prosecutions
against traffickers and providing support and protection to victims and witnesses are also
important elements of the project.

A project in Brazil for the Latin-American region has been initiated on the request of
the Brazilian Government. One of the key objectives will be to assess routes and modalities
used by organized crime groups to traffic in human beings. The project activities include also
support for victims of trafficking and improvement of the law enforcement response against
traffickers.

A project that will cover the West African Region is also being formulated. It aims at
assessing trafficking flows and countermeasures in Benin, Nigeria and Togo and at



supporting Governments in their efforts to combat the disappearance of children, who are
believed to be sold by traffickers as slave labour.

8. We can do it,
we must do it.

I hope to have proved to you that international co-operation can provide valuable
tools to face “mobster without borders”. In the framework of the new UN Convention
against transnational organised crime Member Countries can optimise their efforts to
effectively control people smuggling and so contribute to the enhancement of human security
in Asia/Pacific and the rest of the world.

In the Roman Empire three thousands year ago, when there was an urgent need to
increase the population, the strength of an army, and accelerate economic development and
enrichment, my ancestors the great and brave Romans, organized an aggression to their
neighbours, they enriched through pillage, they stole all women of their neighbours. In Latin
language it was called populatio, because populus, the poplar, was the fastest growing tree in
the Mediterranean. Let us not give ground again to such forms of uncivilized savage
international relations. The challenge is so important that any doubt, lack of brave policy
making and strategic execution would equal to complicity with the criminal gangs. There are
respected policy makers who twist their mouth when it comes to enhance the rule of law. Let
us not be among them, let us convince and lead by example, let us prove that human rights
are protected first and foremost by law and order. It can be done, it must done.

Thank you.














